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Abstract
Farabi founder of (symbolic methodology of)
Islamic philosophy

Some aspects of Farabi's priority as founder of "Islamic philosophy",
is for constructing a methodological framework that affirms the place
of philosophy as a benefit knowledge that fits to religion. In the first
steps it was necessary for this methodology to strengthen its
foundations by clearing paradoxes of Greek philosophy and then to
establish a special relationship with Sharia. For a knowledge that
hasn’t established foundations, couldn’t survive besides a religion that
all things found their meaning by some relationship to it. Farabi
proposes a special symbolic methodology to affirm the foundations of
such a new knowledge in Islamic world and to show its compatibility
to Islamic thought. So we confront a "symbolic methodology"” that
furthermore that guarding philosophy in Islamic thought, paves the
way for special metaphysics of Avicenna and Suhrewardi.

In this paper, we try, after explaining some aspects of this
methodology, to show the implication of it for the development of the
Islamic philosophy.

Key words: Farabi, methodology, symbol, philosophy
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